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Congress took another step in the development
of American policies consequent upon the Monroe
Doctrine by passing an act authorizing the Presi-
dent, whenever he should "find that in any Amer-
ican country conditions of domestic violence exist
which are promoted by the use of arms and muni-
tions of war procured from the United States," to
prohibit trade in such articles. Under this author-
ity. President Taft promptly forbade the export of
such articles to Mexico except to the Government.
Real revolutions, however, seldom result simply
in the transfer of authority from one group to an-
other. The breaking of the bonds of recognized au-
thority releases all sorts of desires, represented in
the state by separate groups, each of which sees no
reason for accepting the control of another. All
seek to seize the dropped reins. The inauguration
of Madero, therefore, did not result in a new and
popular government but in continued disturbance.
Factions with differing creeds raised revolts in vari-
ous sections of the country until, in February,
1913, Madero was overthrown by one of these
groups, led by Felix Diaz and General Victoriano
Huerta, and representing a reactionary tendency.
Madero and his vice president Pino Suarez were
killed, it was believed by order of Huerta, and